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M. de Sehwarzenberg. Doubtless, the Emperor holds
to France by interest, loyalty, and sentiment; but
surrounded as he is by our enemies, fed with all the
poisons presented to Mm in every form, terrified by
the consequences that may follow every decision, it
is almost impossible that he should not often hesitate
and grant concessions which will only strengthen our

Austria was to change gradually, but quickly, from
an active alliance to a passive one; then to neutrality;
then to armed mediation; finally, to a declaration of
war against her former ally. M. de Narbonne fore-
saw and predicted this threefold phase of the Aus-
trian policy. " As for M. de Metternich," he added
in the despatch of April 1, 1813, " I am always glad
to repeat it, I believe in his complete good faith
toward the French policy; but only so far as this
shall lead us to peace; and since every day inclines me
more to respect his acuteness and ability, I wonder if
it would be strange that in case he saw this peace im-
possible, he might not think it well to say: 41 have
above all things wished to try to secure peace, the
sole, real happiness of my country, and for that pur-
pose I have braved everything; but I have not
neglected to prepare for war. France has refused
to agree to reasonable propositions which had been
accepted by all the other powers; now I propose to
place Austria at the head of your enemies, and to
resume in Europe our proper attitude and rank/
Cannot this language and this conduct insure Aus-